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Minutes of the Full Council

The minutes of Full Council held at Cheddleton Community Centre, Hollow Lane, Cheddleton  on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.30pm.

ATTENDANCE

Present Councillors: M Ahmad (Chair), K Grocott, V Cornes, K Harvey, S Johnson, S Rogers, L Shaw, M Worthington, S Bagnall,
Absent Councillors: A Grocott, G Grocott, S Beardmore, O Pointon
Clerk: Melanie Matthews
Members of the public: 15 plus Rev Henry Hope

MINUTES

1. Minute of Silence and Expressions of Condolence
A prayer and minute’s silence in memory of the late Councillor Malcolm Cunningham was led by Rev Henry Hope.

2. Apologies 
Noted apologies for Cllrs Beardmore, G Grocott and A Grocott
3. Declaration of personal & prejudicial interest or requests 
None
4. Chair to close the meeting for public session
A resident asked about the £500 donation from Vera Heath and how it would be used. It was confirmed that this would be discussed at the next meeting of the Burials Committee.
A resident asked whether the Clerk had been the sole signatory on the Council’s bank account and whether the Council was satisfied with this arrangement. The Clerk explained that online banking had only recently been set up due to the previous Clerk being off ill. Prior to this, cheques required countersignatures from two councillors. When the online banking was established, it didn’t follow the same initial setup, and an agenda item had been included to review and rectify the signatory arrangements.
A resident asked about the garages referenced under Section 120 and how they would provide additional parking spaces. It was confirmed that if the parking lines were repainted, the area could accommodate 11 parking spaces.
A resident asked about staffing, noting that the Council appeared to have only one employee, and asked whether other roles were carried out by contractors. This was confirmed. A follow-up question was raised regarding the job list for contractors, whether the work goes out to tender, and when the current contracts expire. Members were advised that the current contractors have agreements in place until the end of March 2027 with agreed job lists. It was explained that future procurement would depend on the value and duration of the work, and that the Council would either undertake a tender process or obtain three quotations where appropriate.
A resident expressed concern regarding the installation of solar panels on a pitched roof within a conservation area, stating that this could negatively impact the visual character of the surrounding area. She also noted that while pitched roofs may be suitable for solar panels, the Council should carefully consider the precedent such installations may set, particularly where roofs are available that are south facing.
Finally, a resident raised concerns about hay bales and a broken curtain-sided lorry that were blocking the view from a nearby property. Members advised that the Council could not comment at this time due to ongoing communications regarding the matter and did not wish to escalate or interfere with a sensitive situation.
5. Minutes of the Meetings 
Agreed to confirm and accept the minutes of Full Council on 27th January 2026 as true and accurate record
6. Clerks Report
Noted

7. Bank Reconciliations
Agreed to confirm bank reconciliation for January along with the relevant income and expenditure reports

8. Payments
Agreed to accept and process payments for February

9. Banking
Agreed:
· To approve Melanie Matthews (Clerk) being granted full online access to both NatWest and CCLA accounts.
· To remove Louise Green from all Council bank and investment accounts and associated correspondence.
· To update the correspondence address on all accounts to the Clerk’s home address.
· For Council to confirm councillors to be added as signatories: Cllrs Rogers and K Grocott for both online banking and cheque signatories.
· For Cllr Pointon to be removed as signatory. 

10. Policy Review 
Agreed to confirm and adopt updated Financial Regulations and Internal Controls

11. S137
Noted

12. Butter Cross Update
Noted

13. Affordable Housing
Agreed that as long as there is no cost to the council, to instruct Paul Ketts to carry out affordable housing needs for each ward.

14. Website and email  
   Agreed to confirm go ahead with premium plus model and additional email accounts. 

15. Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) – Staffordshire Consultation
Agreed that councillors submit their own submissions and then email the clerk who will collate and do an organisation submission.

16. Defibs
Cllr Rogers reported that weekly checks still being carried out and any reports are seen to within in the hour in the main. John Pointons’ loan facility has now been replaced with their own with new pads and software. Also, the pads have been changed at the Wetley rocks site. 

17. Staffordshire Wildlife Trust
Agreed to confirm whether to re-join.

18. Update on Highway Issues
As Cllr Beardmore sent in apologies, update will be posted on Facebook page.

19. Playgrounds 
Agreed that the Council would purchase the parts as listed and that Mr Billings would install them. Cllr Cornes will confirm whether she is satisfied with the training required before commencing. It was also agreed that a Facebook post would be issued to ask whether anyone with the appropriate qualifications would be willing to provide interim support and mentoring.

20. Commercial Waste Collections
Agreed to confirm and renew contracts

21. Mill Lane Garages
Agreed:
1. That the current occupier be given one month’s written notice to vacate the garage.
2. That the Clerk obtains an appropriate valuation of the garages prior to final confirmation of rental arrangements.
3. That the rental charge be set at £100 per garage per month.
4. That garages be allocated by a public ballot, with successful applicants offered a 12-month licence/contract. At the end of the 12-month period, the agreement may be renewed for a further 12 months by mutual agreement; otherwise, the garage will be returned to the ballot process.
5. That ballot applications must be submitted by email to the Clerk and include proof of residence within the parish, with a closing date of 31st March 2026.
6. That the Clerk prepares a draft garage rental agreement for consideration at the next Council meeting.

22. Community Centre Car Park
Agreed:
1. Car Park Opening Hours
That the car park opening hours remain 7:00am to 9:00pm, with the gates to be locked at 9:00pm using a combination lock where the combination will be changed each year.
2. Annual Permit Scheme
That a maximum of 10 permits per year be issued at a cost of £100 per permit.
All applications will be entered into a publicly drawn ballot.
Successful applicants will:
· Be issued with the gate access code to access vehicles 24/7, and
· Receive a permit to be displayed in their vehicle window.
3. Current Higher-Rate Permit Holders
That current permit holders who have paid the higher permit rate will either:
· Receive a refund of £100, or
· If successful in the ballot, be granted a free permit for one year.
4. That ballot applications must be submitted by email to the Clerk and include proof of residence within the parish, with a closing date of 31st March 2026.

23. NALC National Conference
Agreed that the Council agrees to fund one delegate place for the Clerk to attend the conference, with the conference ticket (£85) paid by the Council, and that any travel and/or accommodation costs will be met by the Clerk personally. Councillors may also attend the conference; however, any councillor attendance would be on a self-funded basis, with tickets purchased individually.


24. Memorial Bench
Agreed to confirm to obtain quotes to place bench in memory of Malcolm Cunnigham.

25. Internal Audit 
Agreed to confirm internal auditor for this financial year will be Kim Squires who is a competent professional and independent of the council.

Cllr Cornes left the meeting.

26. Solar Update
Deferred for 6 months due to process needing to be started again. 

27. Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 24th March 2026 at 7.30pm at Cheddleton Community Centre, Hollow Lane, Cheddleton.

Exclusion of the Public
The public to be excluded because of the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 Section 2.

28. Holidays
Agreed for 4 days annual leave to be carried over to next leave year.
Agreed to confirm annual leave dates for next year

29. IR35
Deferred until next meeting where more information can be given

30. Gas/ Water recharge 
Agreed that gas and water be recharged at a fixed monthly rate of £100 each from November to April, with electricity continuing not to be recharged. Any remaining hirer charges are to be decided at the Community meeting.
END OF MEETING at 9.29pm
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